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will see that it is slightly deformed. This is shown much more 
clearly on the next slide. Next slide please. On this slide is a 
close-up of the gusset plate with the red line, vertical line, al-
lowing you to compare the deformation with what it should 
have been shaped like. The gusset plate, as designed, and 
the bridge was built in 1964, was 1,27 cm thick, and on 
investigation at least 14 of these plates were damaged. 

The final NTSB report is not expected until late this year 
or early next year. However, the evidence to date indi-
cates that overloading of the bridge as the result of bridge 
improvements and construction activity caused the gusset 
plates to buckle which led to the failure. While bridges in 
the U.S. are being inspected under emergency review, I 
would not be surprised to see additional failures over the 
next several years. With that, we must await the final NTSB 
report.

I want to thank you for your attention and your allowing 
me to speak and I also want to thank Ms. Maria Moska-
lenko for all of her wonderful help in organizing of my pres-
entation. Thank you all. 

Moderator: 
May we ask questions?

Neal Langerman:
Yes, but only provided I can understand them. I can hear 

you, but you’ll have to speak slowly. 

Question from the audience:
Does the US have mandatory bridge inspections and if 

so how frequent they are?

Neal Langerman:
Our inspection programs are state-level responsibility, 

and their thoroughness varies widely. Unfortunately, just as 
in many other countries, financial pressures force inspection 
delays; with outcomes like the one we have seen. 

Moderator: 
More questions, please, colleagues.

Question from the audience:
Do you have any results yet from the scrutiny of hypoth-

esis of corrosion caused by bird droppings?

Neal Langerman:
Preliminary report is mute on that point, and does not 

mention any causes other than damage to attachment 
nodes. At present, at least, there is no proof of corrosion.

Moderator: 

Any more questions? – Excellent. 
I would like to thank Mr. Langerman for participation 

in our conference. As Maria Moskalenko’s father I thank 
him for rating my daughter’s work highly. We hope to see 
you as our guest here, in St. Petersburg, next year. And I 
am particularly grateful for your willingness to speak in the 
small hours in America.

Neal Langerman:
Thanks a lot. I would be happy to visit beautiful St. Pe-

tersburg and meet you all. Accept my regards from United 
States west coast and good-bye!

Moderator:
Our thanks go out to Mr. Langerman! I was especially 

shocked to hear that US faces shortage of funds for over-
sight and diagnostics. 

At this we conclude our work, and I offer the floor for 
closing remarks to Georgy Bosnyatzky.

Georgy Bosnyazky, Gas Industry, magazine:
Ladies and gentlemen! Dear colleagues! I second all 

the words of gratitude voiced here. This is not my first time 
in St. Petersburg, and I took part in many other confer-
ences. Yet I thank the organizers from the bottom of my 
heart! Organization was impeccable, the reception ter-
rific, the ambience remarkably democratic. Guests and 
participants had a wonderful opportunity to speak out on 
any issue. Bringing so many experts together involved tre-
mendous effort for the organizers. With this broad scope 
it’s time you called yourselves All-Russian expert assess-
ments center! 

There were differences among us, yet friendship and 
shared philosophy triumphed! We are all like-minded peo-
ple gathered here to offer protection to people. Safety is-
sues pose a global challenge. The key is in setting priori-
ties right. I believe priority objectives to be those that lead 
through expert surveys to accident prevention. 

Thank you!

Moderator:
Do you have any more comments or suggestions, dear 

colleagues?
While you think on that, let us thank our interpreters, 

who had to keep talking for two days as we listened. Thank 
you, lads!

Applause

Moderator:
If there are no questions, that is all. Thank you and I am 

looking forward to meeting you next year!
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Dear friends!

It gives me pleasure to greet you at the opening of the VI International Conference 
“Current issues on industrial safety: from designing to insurance”!

At this time, when our nation goes through such a fast-paced development, we should 
apply every effort to prevent anything that might slow it down. Ensuring industrial safety 
is one such effort.

Introduction of cutting-edge technology, more innovative production processes, and 
the emergence of dramatically new industries and fields of research all push us toward 
placing ever stronger emphasis on providing safe environment for labor, and on ensuring 
environmental and industrial safety.

At present, Russia is a member of CIS Intergovernmental Panel on Industrial Safety. That 
paves the way for joint and comprehensive approach to the issue of ensuring our citizens’ 
safety, and for efficient trans-border coordination between respective government agencies 
and non-government organizations. Sharing scientific, engineering, methodological 
and practical expertise, as well as cooperation in the field of advanced techniques of 
risk analysis and industrial accident forecasting do matter tremendously in providing for 
industrial safety. I am confident that regular conferences of this kind can serve as the best 
vehicle for developing cooperation in this field with other nations as well. Attendance at 
this conference by experts from the USA, China, Brazil, Norway, and other nations bears 
testimony to how important and relevant its agenda is.

I wish to all the conference guests and participants to have rewarding deliberations and 
fruitful cooperation!

Plenipotentiary representative  
of the President of Russian Federation 
in North-Western federal circuit, 							       Ilia Kebanov
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Dear participants, 
Esteemed experts, 
And conference guests!

Welcome to Saint Petersburg, Russia’s major industrial, cultural, and political center. 
Lamentably, industrial development has its downsides. We all witness man-made 
accidents and disasters, sometimes tragic ones, all over the world. Annual conference 
«Current issues on industrial safety: from designing to insurance», which our city hosts 
for the sixth time already, offers an opportunity to join efforts in addressing one of 
society’s major issues – protection from industrial disasters. I am confident that the 
annual meeting of industrial safety experts in Saint Petersburg will become an event of 
worldwide importance, and our cooperation will help reduce the number of industrial 
accidents while promoting labor and environmental safety. I wish you to have a 
rewarding exchange of knowledge and gain new useful contacts. 

Until we meet again, and with the best of wishes,  
deputy governor of St. Petersburg, 					          Mikhail Oseevsky
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We would like to welcome experts in safety and 
environmental issues from the whole world who are 
gathered here to share best practices in addressing issues 

common to us all and to draw your particular attention to one such issue – that of clean 
water. 

You are all representatives of the community of industrial nations. It is largely thanks 
to people like yourselves that we enjoy the amenities of modern civilization. Yet, it is also 
partially your fault that we drink substandard water. To date, over 15000 water pollutants 
harmful to the environment and humans have been identified. 

As of now, every ninth sample of water drawn does not satisfy bacteriological load 
requirements, while every fifth does not chemical content requirements. Every second person 
(on the planet) has to drink unsanitary water. Almost 80% of morbidity in the world is due 
exactly to poor quality potable water! Annually, five million newborns on the planet die 
from various diseases including those caused by polluted water drunk by their mothers! 

We are calling upon yourselves, your colleagues, your kin and the whole world to ponder 
the likely scale and consequences of the looming threat of mass epidemics. 

Let’s act together to make our water cleaner!

A clear water ambassador, 
Swimmer,
Owner of twenty world records, 
Four-time Olympic champion,
Four-time world champion,
Five-time European champion	 Vladimir Salnikov

A clear water ambassador,
Swimmer,
Owner of Russian and European records,
European champion	 Grigory Falko
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I support the initiative of St.Petersburg science and business representatives to hold 

a world scale conference on the issues of industrial and environmental safety provision. 

Undoubtedly it is impossible to provide safety of a separate state without interaction 

with the world community. Until now the world remembers the Chernobyl accident 

with shudder. Let us recollect the consequences of several accidents on petrochemical 

enterprises in China in 2005-2006 for Russia. I think that each country can find claims to 

the countries with which it is bordering. However it is high time to pass from claims and 

agreements made on paper to practical actions in order to find solution to these problems. 

In the course of industrial progress environmental pollution, growth of threat for life and 

health of the planet population is inevitable, and it is only joint friendly actions that will 

be able to protect us and to preserve the world for future generations. V International 

Conference «Current issues on industrial safety: from designing to insurance» is a unique 

possibility to combine the accumulated experience in the area of struggle against man-

caused disasters.

Nobel Prize Laureate and Member 

of the Russian Legislative	  Jores Alferov
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On behalf of Mr Taniguchi and myself I would like to thank you for inviting us to take 

part in the Conference. We both believe that the topic is of great interest as we experience 

industrial accidents all over the world. Fortunately, the nuclear industry has been free of 

major accidents since the Chernobyl disaster in 1986, but we must never be complacent. 

Many incidents happen, and we also see recurring events taking place in the nuclear 

insutry sector, even in countries with long traditions of using the nuclear technology.

In parallell with your Conference, the IAEA Commission on Safety Standards will meet 

in Vienna. That meeting is very important as we are going to discuss the future directions 

of our safety standards work. Therefore, we will not be in the position to take part.

We wish you a succesful Conference and look forward to the outcomes of it.

International Atomic Energy Agency, 
Section Head Policy and Programme Support 
Section Division of Nuclear Installation Safety 	 Christer Viktorsson
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I would like to thank you for the invitation and to note that this initiative is topical and 

exceptionally important for development of international cooperation in the area of 

industrial safety provision and risk management. Unfortunately my work schedule does 

not allow me to respond to your invitation and to take part in the Conference, as on these 

days I will be on the long-planned business trip. Nevertheless let me wish you success 

in holding such a significant event as VIth International Conference «Current issues of 

industrial safety: from designing to insurance». We will be very grateful for information on 

its results. We hope that there will be a possibility to participate in future events of  G.C.E. 

group.

UNESCO Moscow Bureau for Azerbaijan, 
Armenia, Belarus, Republic
of Moldova and Russian Federation	 director Dendev Badarch 
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Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to participate in the International conference 
“Current issues on industrial safety: from designing to insurance”, that took place June 
7-8, 2006. 

Firstly, this conference is of high interest not only to industry professionals, but to 
scientists, managerial staff, and government servants in Russia as well as in other countries, 
including China. 

As you know, China, on the path of its economic development, encounters many 
problems, specifically, in the area of industrial safety. Chinese side is highly interested 
in exchanging of experience and lessons learned, and discussing of issues of raising 
production safety to a higher level.  

In that regard, I highly rate the timing of this conference as well as it being well 
organized. I think it makes sense to conduct future scheduled conferences with even wider 
participation. 

Secondly, the Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China monitors the 
technology progress in the area of improving safety and production process management 
experience. We must establish and promote developing of contacts between Russian and 
Chinese industry professionals. I think that Chinese side will gladly accept invitations from 
organizing committee to participate in the future conferences.  

Respectfully, and with best wishes,
Science and Technology Attache‘
Consulate General
of the People’s Republic of China
in Saint Petersburg	 Chzhen Shimin

June 22 2006

CHINESE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC’
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The idea to create in St. Petersburg an international site for the meeting of labor safety 

specialists from around the world – is precisely what we all need. I know that similar 

meetings are being organized in US and Great Britain, but those involve the safety issues 

of coal mining industry alone. The participation in the VIth International Conference 

«Current issues on industrial safety: from designing to insurance» – is the best opportunity 

to obtain fresh information, sharing of experience and know-how, with those who deal 

with similar issues daily, It doesn’t make sense to reinvent the bicycle, when many other 

countries with the same problems have already encountered the issues and found the 

ways to solve them.

Head of the Department 
of the government supervision 
of Ukraine in coal mining industry 	 Stanislav Krutenko

UKRAINE
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KazTransOil

KAZAKHSTAN

Similar conferences are held in Switzerland, Finland, France. But for us, the experience 

of our Russian colleagues is more valuable. For in the post-soviet space we have like 

problems, similar equipment; our technologies are historically tightly related. This helps us 

effectively solve our daily problems.

Chief Labor Safety Engineer AO KazTransOil 	 Rustem Iliasov






